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WHY ARE WE TALKING ABOUT IT?

You probably know the old “rule” about never talking about religion or politics (or money or sex, but
those are different Brewed Theology topics). The problem with not talking about these subjects is that
it's made us unable to talk about them. How often have you heard or said, “We’re just so divided right
now?” How often or recently have you (or your church) done something about that?

Among many of the United States’ founding principles is the idea of a "wall of separation” between the
church and the state. Yet, for centuries, pastors, politicians, pundits, and people have blurred the line
between the two.

Today, some churches
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avoid anything that smells “political” (a challenge, when everything seems poiticized.) Christians seem

to commonly flee churches that don’t match their politics, but less commonly adjust their politics to be
informed by their churches.

Jesus says we can’t serve two masters, and divided houses fall. So, we should probably talk about this.

QUESTIONS TO PONDER

What does “political” mean? How about “partisan”? What role does your faith play in your politics? What
about how your politics inform your faith? Which should inform which? Did you know that the phrase
“separation of church and state” doesn’t exist in the Constitution? What does separation of church and
state mean to you? Should churches talk about politics? Should Christians be involved in the political
arena? How should government treat different religious traditions? Was Jesus “political” or “partisan™?
How would Jesus vote? What would Jesus’ politics look like today? What would he say abour ours?

BIBLE BASICS

The Bible is rife with politics. Check out these stories from scripture that deal with political realities:

Jesus answers a tricky question about paying taxes to the government.
Jesus talks wealth, sight, and divided allegiances.
In Christ there are no divisions. But in society there are. How do we reconcile these?
Paul encourages the church to respect the authorities who have been instituted by God.
Israel wants a king so they can be like the other nations. God is not a fan of the idea.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12%3A13-17&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A19-24&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A25-28&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+13%3A+1-7&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Samuel+8&version=NRSV

BREW "
ESSENTIAL READINGS and LISTENINGS™ (click the for links to knowledge)

A 2012 article by Daniel Darling offering reasons why politics should never be heard from the pulpit.

Dean Inserra outlines two “outrages” about church and politics that lead people to confront their pastor(s), or leave
their congregation. Written for pastors, but good for anyone.

An Evangelical Lutheran Church in America statement exploring the ways in which the Church interacts with
politics. From 1991. Long; feel free to skim. Note sections, “The Church ‘In’ But Not ‘From’ the World” and “The
Church’s responsibility in society.”

Dr. Michael Kruger from Reformed Theological Seminary discusses this question in a 2-minute video.
Then

Amanda Tyler argues in 2018 that churches should remain spaces of unity amidst the divisions in society.

Two best-selling authors and friends dialogue in 2012 on what Jesus has to say about politics and what our role
should be.

BONUS READINGS:

A dense but important insight by Martin Luther. The “two kingdoms doctrine” helps define roles of faith and politics
more clearly.

Pew Research Center’s data on how Mainline Protestants identify. From 2014. How might it have changed?
*We at Brewed Theology claim no authorship or ownership of suggested readings, the links provided, or their host websites.
Links below connect to their original sources. If a link is broken, please contact your facilitator or report it to

brewedtheologysupport@gmail.com. Homework readings are proven (at least in our minds) to boost thoughtfulness and
conversation. While not required, they are highly suggested.
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https://www.christianity.com/church/pastors/three-reasons-not-to-preach-politics-in-the-pulpit.html
https://research.lifeway.com/2020/09/03/will-people-leave-your-church-over-american-politics/
https://www.elca.org/faith/faith-and-society/social-statements/church-in-society
https://rts.edu/resources/would-jesus-be-a-democrat-or-a-republican/
https://rts.edu/resources/would-jesus-be-a-democrat-or-a-republican/
https://www.michaeljkruger.com/taking-back-christianese-10-jesus-is-neither-democrat-nor-republican/
https://bjconline.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/September-October20201820RFTC20for20ISSUU.pdf
https://relevantmagazine.com/current/politics/tony-campolo-and-shane-claiborne-dialogue-politics
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/155021-if-anyone-attempted-to-rule-the-world-by-the-gospel
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/religious-landscape-study/compare/political-ideology/by/religious-denomination#political-ideology

